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COMMONWEALTH HOME INSULATION PROGRAM 

9. Mr A.J. SIMPSON to the Minister for Commerce: 

A family in my electorate of Darling Range was badly affected when the roof of their home was badly burnt 
after faulty insulation was installed under Peter Garrett’s failed home insulation program. Can the minister 
outline how many other Western Australians have been affected by the faulty insulation and how the Western 
Australian government is assisting those people who have been affected? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

I thank the member for this very important question. There was a house fire in the member’s electorate, as he 
pointed out. The house was damaged but fortunately no-one was injured. 

An opposition member interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: We are all aware of that, Einstein. The commonwealth introduced the home owner 
insulation program — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: The Treasurer will take a seat. I have heard comments in this place about the fire in Toodyay. 
Many members would be concerned about that. I do not believe that relates to the content of the question asked. 
I ask members to pause and reflect for a while before they comment on something that might affect a lot of 
people in many different ways. I ask the Treasurer to answer the question. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I am attempting to. This program was introduced by the federal government last year. It 
has been an incredibly poorly managed program. It is a bungled program of the highest order. Last Friday 
afternoon, under the cover of the weekend, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and the Arts, Peter 
Garrett, announced the suspension of the program. I want to talk a little bit about why this issue is significant to 
Western Australia. There has been some focus over the past couple of weeks on the installation of foil insulation. 
There are two types of insulation—foil and infill. There have been cases in the eastern states in which foil has 
been laid in the roofs of houses by relatively untrained fitters who have put steel staples — 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Who’s the regulator? Aren’t you the regulator? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Of Peter Garrett? The regulator of Peter Garrett, my friend, is your mate Kevin Rudd—if 
you know him. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You are the regulator. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! I formally call the Leader of the Opposition for the first time. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Is the Leader of the Opposition trying to encourage Kevin Rudd to come to the state 
conference this year? Borat won over him. 

Metal fixers go through the foil into the electrical cables. Two installers died in Queensland and there have been 
a couple of deaths of other installers elsewhere under this program. In Western Australia, we have been advised 
by the commonwealth that 57 homes have had foil-type insulation installed. Fortunately, foil-type insulation is 
not all that popular in Western Australia and so the number of homes affected is relatively low. I have been 
informed by the Fire and Emergency Services Authority that since July last year there have been four house fires 
in Western Australia that are known to have been related to insulation installations. Those fires have involved 
not only foil insulation, but also infill insulation. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You are responsible. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will get to that, because it is a very interesting point. The Department of Consumer and 
Employment Protection has received 30 formal complaints. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: What have you done? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That is a very interesting question. I will tell members what we have done. On 29 April 
last year, this program was discussed at a teleconference by officials from our state—who are responsible to 
me—and commonwealth officials. Do members opposite know what the commonwealth officials said? They 
said that they thought there could be a problem and that there would be a significant increase in demand, the 
result of which would be that all sorts of cowboys would come out of the woodwork and participate in the 
program. They said that the quality of insulation installation would be significantly lower. That is exactly what 
happened. Do members opposite know what else the commonwealth officials said? They said that they expected 
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a failure rate of around 10 per cent. They were targeting 2.6 million homes around Australia and acknowledged 
that 260 000 installations would be faulty. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Aren’t you the minister responsible for occupational health and safety? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The Treasurer is very sensitive. He is very sensitive about Pete. Pete is the Australian 
Labor Party’s champion candidate. He is the hero of the left. Let us move on. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: You are responsible for EnergySafety. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will tell members what the commonwealth government did. It rushed out this ill-
conceived project to make Kevin Rudd look good — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Treasurer, take a seat. I am sure that all members want to hear the answer to the question 
asked. I am sure that the Leader of the Opposition in particular wants to hear the answer to the question. I do not 
want to have to call you formally again, but I will formally call you for the second time. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: All I am saying is that it was a maladministered plan. It threw out some bait that attracted 
a lot of cowboys to the industry and the result has been tragic. Last week we saw an interesting thing. We went 
on the record and said that the commonwealth government told us that one in 10 installations would be faulty. 
Peter Garrett said that that could not be the case and that it was just the view of a Western Australian Liberal 
Party minister. He was suggesting that our genuine safety concerns were just a case of us playing politics. That is 
an absolutely outrageous suggestion but it is absolutely typical of his response to this problem.  

I will close with this comment. Members should listen to this; it is really interesting. Last Friday when 
Mr Garrett snuck out under the political cover of the weekend — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I hope no homes in the member for Midland’s electorate catch fire. When Mr Garrett 
snuck out under the political cover of the weekend, he admitted that eight per cent of the workmanship was 
faulty. It is a faulty, failed program. We will be watching very carefully to ensure that the new program that the 
federal government introduces in July will be in the best interests of householders in Western Australia.  

The SPEAKER: Before I give the call to the member for Collie–Preston, I formally call him for the first time. I 
am also going to call the members for Warnbro, Girrawheen and Midland.  
 


